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Huge thanks to all at FEMS
2017!

FEMS 2017
at a glance

What an exciting month it has been. Last month saw the coming together of a
hugely diverse community of researchers and thought leaders in microbiology
from all corners of the globe at FEMS 2017. On behalf of all of us here at
FEMS, our Congress host SEM, and the FEMS 2017 Programme, Organizing
and Grants Committees, we want to thank every single one of you for coming
to FEMS 2017 and making it such a positive experience.

•

~2700 delegates from 85
countries, ranging from South
Korea to Australia to USA – a
record number

•

3067 submitted abstracts –
another record number

•

Huge attendance from Spain
and South Korea

•

224 delegates received the
FEMS Congress Grant to
attend FEMS 2017, coming
from as far as Chile, South
Africa and Kenya

•

75 different sessions in total

•

248 invited speakers shared
their research

•

~780 different posters shown
every day in the poster
sessions

Highlights include:
•

•
•
•
•

Inspiring talks from FEMS-Lwoff Awardee, Prof Jeff Errington; CRISPR
pioneers, Prof Francisco Mojica and Prof Emmanuelle Charpentier; SEM
Jaime Ferran Awardee Dr Felipe Cava
Poster sessions each day were a positive and collaborative hub of activity
Cutting edge sessions ranging from fermentation microbiology to marine
microbiology to antimicrobial resistance
Workshops covering science publishing, novel methods of science
communication and education and research start-ups
Participation from a hugely international and diverse community of
microbiologists

We hope that you left the Congress buzzing with new ideas and
collaborations, and that it was enjoyable and valuable to those who were able
to attend, as well as those who followed the Congress using #FEMS2017 on
Twitter. You can see a round-up of the #FEMS2017 global conversation here.
In this month’s issue we feature some of your experiences and we hope you
continue to get involved with FEMS at our next Congress in 2019!
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Victor De Lorenzo - FEMS 2017
Programme Committee and
EAM member

Divya Kandari - FEMS 2017
delegate, India

Prof. Jeff Errington - Winner of
FEMS-Lwoff Award 2017

Letters’ 40th
anniversary calls
for a community
celebration
FEMS Microbiology Letters is much more than just a journal
to us. Over the past 40 years, it has allowed us to invest in
and support the microbiology community by contributing
towards our Grants, awards, congress and sponsored
meetings.

“FEMS 2017 was an amazingly
successful meeting… You really
left the benchmark quite high for
subsequent FEMS meetings!”

“I just have so many take-home
messages to bring back to India – I
have so many notes!”

Estefana Garcia Rios and Miguel
Morard – FEMS 2017 volunteers

Victor Cid - SEM Education
Group

“I’m tremendously grateful to FEMS
for enabling me to talk about some of
our latest work in the opening session
of what is proving to be a really great
meeting.”

Phil Aldridge
@wragbags
And that’s a wrap – fantastic
conference, great people, awesome
venue, inspiring environment
#sciencerocks #FEMS2017

“Very exciting meeting, full of good
science!”
“Great science and people.”

Frank Jankowitsch
@frank220419
#FEMS2017 Very interesting and
inspiring conference. Thanks to all the
presenters and delegates for sharing
work and the great discussions.

Mohammed Khezri Ahmadabad
– FEMS 2017 delegate, Iran

“Here there is good experiences with
different people and from different
cultures.”

“I must say that this was a great
opportunity for us. We cannot
engage more than 500 people in our
national meetings at their best… We
were badly in need for oxygen, and
this congress has put our science in
value and made us feel like we are
breathing again.”

As this year is Letters’ 40th anniversary, we were thrilled to
see many of you celebrate this milestone with us at FEMS
2017 by sharing your personal science milestones on the
Letters’ 40th anniversary timeline.
We want to continue celebrating the community brought
together by Letters over the past 40 years.
Share your science journey with us on social media,
whether it be a career highlight, a first published article or a
favourite microbiology discovery, by tagging your post with
#LETTERS40.
Get involved!

Save the date for
FEMS 2019
The Congress was testament to the huge community spirit
that FEMS embodies, from our volunteers to our organizing
Committees to our sponsors to our delegates.
It doesn’t stop there. The next Congress will be hosted in
Glasgow, Scotland on 7-12 July 2019. We want to encourage
as much of the collaborative, positive and vibrant energy of
this Congress to FEMS 2019.
The FEMS Congresses are the only scientific meetings at
European level providing a unique forum for interdisciplinary
dialogue and discussion between all microbiological
specialties across all sectors, and at both the European and
international level.
We warmly invite you to join us for FEMS 2019 in Glasgow,
one of Europe’s most dynamic and friendliest cities.
Let’s continue showcasing the best of microbiology and
inspiring all microbiologists to make microbiology count.

Paco Silva, Myriam Hamou
Segarra and Javier Miralles
Lorenzo – FEMS 2017 volunteers

Find out more about FEMS 2019 >

Chelsey VanDrisse
@DearBacteria
“Interesting.”
“Enthusiastic.”
“Multicultural.”
Closing ceremony of #FEMS2017:
check out all the posters! Tons of
research happening all over the world.
Thanks for a great congress!!

Shih-Jie Chen – FEMS 2017
delegate, Taiwan

Catia Caneiras – FEMS 2017
delegate, Portugal

“I came to FEMS 2017 to show
my research to everyone on
Acinetobacter baumannii and to meet
many people from all over the world.”

FEMS 2017 abstract
book now available
The FEMS 2017 abstract book is now electronically available.
75 different sessions were held in total and ~780 different
posters were presented every day during FEMS 2017
featuring a wide range of microbiology topics and their
applications. You can now download and view the abstracts
to each of these talks and poster presentations on our
website. Enjoy!

“I came to FEMS 2017 to share my
work and to continue learning.”

Read more testimonials from the FEMS 2017 community >

See our other activities for Letters’ 40th >

Download the FEMS 2017 abstract book >
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PUBLICATIONS
FEMS Microbiology
Reviews
Review
Microbial processes driving coral reef organic carbon
flow
Coral reefs are one of the most productive ecosystems on
the planet, with primary production rates compared to
that of rain forests. This paper reviews microbial processes
implicated in organic carbon flux in coral reefs displaying
species phase shifts.
Authors:  Silveira et al.

DOI: doi.org/10.1093/femsre/fux018 >

FEMS Microbiology
Letters

FEMS Yeast Research
MiniReview
New yeasts—new brews: modern approaches to brewing
yeast design and development
A diverse range of yeasts have been selected or designed
in recent years for brewing applications. Key developments
are reviewed here.
Authors: Gibson et al.

DOI: doi.org/10.1093/femsyd/fox038 >

FEMS Microbiology
Ecology
Research Article
Evolution of microbial communities growing with carbon
monoxide, hydrogen, and carbon dioxide

Commentary

This paper explores the microbial anaerobic conversion
of carbon monoxide (CO) and syngas into important
industrial products, such as acetate and ethanol.

Toward solar biodiesel production from CO2 using
engineered cyanobacteria

See a video of the researchers talk about their research
here.

This paper discusses how advanced metabolic engineering
of cyanobacteria will promote the development of
biosolar cell factories to convert CO2 to feasible amounts
of fatty acid ethyl esters toward solar biodiesel.

Authors: Esquivel-Elizondo, Delgado and KrajmalnikBrown

DOI: doi.org/10.1093/femsec/fix076 >

Authors: Woo and Lee

DOI: doi.org/10.1093/femsle/fnx066 >

Pathogens and
Disease
Research Article
Role of extracellular polymeric substances in
polymicrobial biofilm infections of Staphylococcus
epidermidis and Candida albicans modelled in the
nematode Caenorhabditis elegans
This paper evaluates whether the hyphal form of Candida
albicans and extracellular polymeric substances (EPS)
formed by Staphylococcus epidermidis increases biofilm
virulence.
Authors: Holt et al.

Congratulations to
FEMS Yeast Research
poster prize winner
We were delighted to sponsor the 33rd International
Specialised Symposium on Yeast (ISSY33), which was held at
University College Cork, Ireland on 26 – 29 June 2017 with a
focus on engineering yeasts for industrial application.
Congratulations go to the winner of the FEMS Yeast Research
Poster Prize at ISSY33. This was awarded to Raúl Ortiz Merino
from University College Dublin by John Morrissey, the Chair
of ISSY33, and Jens Nielsen, the Editor-in-Chief of FEMS Yeast
Research.

FEMS Yeast Research Poster Prize is awarded to Raúl Ortiz Merino
(right) at ISSY33 by John Morrissey (left) and Jens Nielsen (centre)

Find out about the Meeting Organizer Grants

DOI: doi.org/10.1093/femspd/ftx052 >
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GRANTS COrner

Opportunities

FEMS 2017 Congress
grantees

Post on our
Opportunities Board!

7th Congress of European Microbiologists: 9-13 July 2017, Valencia, Spain

Do you want to promote your event,
job, funding or interesting projects on
our website to the wider microbiology
community?

This year, we provided 224 grants for European and non-European early
career scientists to support their attendance at FEMS 2017. By investing in
microbiologists, we seek to actively encourage and advance the future of
microbiology. Here’s what some of our Congress grantees had to say about
FEMS 2017.

Doganhan Er - Turkey
“This grant has helped me come to the Congress and it
allows me to discuss microbiology with microbiologists
all over the world and helps me promote my work with
other poster presenters especially. I had previously taken
a Meeting Attendance grant for an ESCMID meeting in
2014 in Spain and this is my second meeting helped by
FEMS and it’s great. I have been to two international
conferences and I have come both times because of
FEMS.”
Ina Gajic – Serbia
“This is my first time at a FEMS Congress and I’m very
excited to be surrounded by all these posters and
research. Without this grant, I wouldn’t be able to come to
all this. I’m very grateful.”

You can do this on our Opportunities Board!
Here you can find FEMS-sponsored events and funding,
as well as many other exciting jobs, events, courses,
resources and funding opportunities from the microbiology
community.

Dasel Mulwa Kaindi – Kenya
“I wanted to gain exposure to new technologies and
network with others and seek collaboration opportunities;
without them, we are not able to work.”

Adding your opportunity on our Opportunities Board
is easy! All you have to do is register for a free FEMS
account and follow our Contributor Guide and video
guide to create and share your opportunity to the wider
microbiology community on our website.

Obinna Ezeokoli – South Africa
“The grant has helped me to showcase my work and is an
opportunity to meet scientists in the field and to give me
new ideas.”

Post your Opportunity in 5 steps >

Trang Phan – The Netherlands
“I’ve been listening to many talks and I’ve been inspired.”
Carmen Lopez-Joven – Chile
“I wanted to come because of the topics here.”

FEMS-sponsored
meeting of the
month
12th International Symposium on Lactic Acid Bacteria
Location: Egmond aan Zee, The Netherlands
Starting date: 27-31 August 2017

Opportunities Board >
Lactic acid bacteria play important roles in the production
of food and feed throughout the world in addition to being
used as health-promoting probiotics. The rising interest in
these microorganisms by both industry and academia has
resulted in many important scientific breakthroughs and
new applications.
This international symposium aims to provide a unique
platform for academic and industrial researchers active
in this area of biotechnology to present recent work,
obtain information on new developments and to exchange
views with colleagues from all over the world on scientific
progress and applications.

Find out more about this event >
Discover the FEMS grants >
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Have a look at the other Opportunities on our
website >
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Deadlines
1 September 2017
FEMS Meeting Attendance Grants >
Submission now open.

EVENTS
20.08.2017, Romania | 10th European
Workshop on the Molecular Biology of
Cyanobacteria >

27.08.2017, South Africa | 14th International
Meeting on Thermophiles >
1 December 2017
FEMS Meeting Organizer Grants >

Extras
300 year old bacteria travels
forward in time from a poetry book
>

27.08.2017, The Netherlands | 12th Symposium
on Lactic Acid Bacteria >
31.08.2017, Germany| 51st Scientific
Conference of the German speaking
Mycological Society (DMykG) >

03.09.2017, Spain | 20th International Congress
on Nitrogen Fixation >

Microbes can tell us a lot about the past. A UK-based
bio-artist has a new art installation showcasing the
bacteria found within the pages of a rare 300 year old
book of poetry. The microbial population from these
pages were cultivated using the artist’s own blood and
give a sneak peek of the prevalent microbes 300 years
ago.

19.09.2017, The Netherlands | EuroBiofilms
2017 - 5th European Congress on Microbial
Biofilms >

Source: The Guardian

If you would like to receive this
newsletter in your email inbox every
month and keep updated on all our
activities, just sign up here!

Unravelling the evolution of
antibiotic resistance in MRSA >

We hope you enjoyed this FAL Special
Issue.

Image: MorgueFile

Staphylococcus aureus has a bad reputation in
hospitals. However, scientists have discovered the key
component of the machinery that the multidrug-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) uses to acquire and spread
antibiotic-resistance genes. This exciting new research
has positive repercussions for addressing the issue of
MRSA in hospitals.
Source: Science Daily

New research advises to stop taking
antibiotics if you feel better >
The official medical advice to finish a course of
antibiotics has been challenged by new research that
suggests that continuing to take antibiotics if you
feel better could in fact be worsening antimicrobial
resistance.
Source: BMJ
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Taking poetry to the next microscopic level

